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MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

June 6, 2023 
 

The Mower County Board of Commissioners in and for the County of Mower, 
Minnesota, met in a Work Session on June 6, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. at the Government Center, 
201 1st Street NE, in Austin, Minnesota. 

 
All members present, viz: Chair Mike Ankeny, Vice-Chair Jerry Reinartz, John 

Mueller, Polly Glynn and Dan Sparks (remotely arrived at 1:05 p.m.)  Also in attendance 
were County Administrator Trish Harren and Executive Assistant Denise Barthels.  
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Lucas Wiltse, GIGFire (formerly LTD Broadband) RE: Supporting Community 
Broadband did not appear as scheduled.  

 
Assistant Public Works Director/ Environmental Services Valerie Sheedy and 

Environmental Services Supervisor Angela Lipelt appeared before the Board for continued 
discussion of proposed changes to the ISTS and Zoning ordinances related to regulation of 
individual septic system compliance. Mower County is required by statute to regulate septic 
systems for clean water purposes. It is estimated that two-thirds of the 3400 septic systems in 
Mower County are compliant and the remaining one-third are of unknown condition. Current 
triggers for a septic compliance inspection are 1) sale of the property; 2) addition of a 
bedroom; or 3) any development within shoreland and 4) zoning permits if the septic system 
on the property is more than 20 years old.   

 
The Board heard comments from the public in attendance. It was noted that people 

are in favor of clean water, but not all agree on how to achieve it.  Suggestions for the 
County included inspect systems of unknown compliance by township by township; inspect 
systems of unknown compliance by watershed; inspect all systems of unknown compliance 
using a quintile process like valuations over five years; begin with establishing an accurate 
inventory; start inspecting systems of unknown compliance based on risk – those in 
shoreland or older than 30 year. It was also suggested to notify landowners in advance of the 
compliance inspection schedule so they can be prepared and plan for possible costs. It was 
also recommended to provide education on financing options. Staff will continue to collect 
input from area citizens, community groups and the townships.   
 

Greg & Courtney Hackensmith appeared before the Board for the discussion 
regarding type and placement of a septic system on a parcel they are considering purchasing 
to build a home. Hackensmith’s object to the County’s interpretation of the type of septic 
system and placement of septic system for their planned home construction project.  
Following discussion, the Hackensmith’s were informed the next step would be to make an 
appeal to the Board of Adjustment.   
 




	6.6.23 work session minutes.pdf
	20230613162505168.pdf

