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MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

May 2, 2023 
 

The Mower County Board of Commissioners in and for the County of Mower, 
Minnesota, met in a Work Session on May 2, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. at the Government Center, 
201 1st Street NE, in Austin, Minnesota. 

 
Members present, viz: Chair Mike Ankeny, Vice-Chair Jerry Reinartz, John Mueller, 

and Polly Glynn. Member excused: Dan Sparks.  Also in attendance were County 
Administrator Trish Harren and Executive Assistant Denise Barthels. 
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Solid Waste Consultant Dave Lucas appeared remotely and provided the Board with 
information pertaining to the planned updates to the new Solid Waste Management Plan.  
Some changes that have been made since last presented to the Board include, but are not 
limited to, adding Nobles County Landfill as a disposal site, recycling and landfill rate 
changes, adding programs for organics recycling and recognition of the MPCA grant 
received for an expansion to the Recycling Center.    It was noted that, as required by the 
MCPA, Solid Waste Management plans are reviewed and re-written every ten years.   The 
plan will be posted for public comment. A copy of the proposed plan is available on the web 
site or may be obtained by contacting Mower County Environmental Services.  
 
 County Administrator Trish Harren  informed the Board that the requested revision to 
the septic ordinance is on the Planning Commission agenda. Since the Board has not yet seen 
the proposed changed language, Administrator Harren invited Environmental Services 
Supervisor Angela Lipelt and Assistant Public Works Director Valerie Sheedy to review the 
proposed changes with the Board. Ms. Lipelt and Ms. Sheedy provided background on the 
history of septic compliance in Minnesota as well as the efforts Mower County has made to 
date. The proposed language change consists of an exclusion to the zoning permit trigger for 
a septic compliance inspection for agriculture structures. The Board discussed at length the 
goal of the zoning permit compliance inspection trigger as part of the strategy to consolidate 
the timeframe to complete a septic inventory in Mower County. Utilizing property transfer 
only was estimated to take 25 years to reach county wide compliancy. Adding another trigger 
utilizing permitting was estimated to reduce that by 10 years. However, the public is having a 
hard time understanding why permits for structures that are not related to a septic require a 
compliance inspection. The Board earlier revised the ordinance to eliminate the trigger for 
small structures. The change was designed to eliminate agriculture structures as agriculture 
business owners are having a hard time understanding the compliance inspection 
requirement, especially for structures located on agriculture land without a house or a septic. 
After discussion it was agreed to continue to move the proposed change to the Planning 
Commission for public comment and recommendation. However, the Board expressed 
interest in investigating whether this strategy is having the intended impact on reducing the 
timeframe and whether another strategy that is directly tied to the outcome of clean water 
might be preferable.  
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