COMMISSIONERS” RECORD MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA

REGULAR SESSION OF THE MOWER COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

May 24, 2022

The Mower County Board of Commissioners in and for the County of Mower,
Minnesota, met in Regular Session May 24, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. at the Government Center in
Austin, Minnesota.

All members present, viz: Chair Jeff Baldus, Vice-Chair Mike Ankeny, Jerry
Reinartz, Polly Glynn, and John Mueller. Also in attendance were County Attorney Kristen
Nelsen, County Administrator Trish Harren and Executive Assistant Denise Barthels.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, to
approve the agenda to add 1) Liquor License for Four Daughters Vineyard & Winery, LLC
Full on-sale/Sunday and 2) Joint Powers Agreement with the Secretary of State for
assistance, if necessary, for a recount of the 2022 Congressional District 1 special primary
election. Motion carried.

Land Records and Taxpayer Services Director Joy Kanne provided the Board with an
Assessor’s department update.  The department has handled a high volume of calls since
valuation notices were sent out due to large increases in value. The value increase reflects a
housing stock shortage, historic low volume of houses on the market, and increases in
housing supplies. Quintile work is now being done with teams of two. Two internal
candidate property appraisers are being interviewed for the position of county assessor.

Both internal candidates are qualified and are supporting one another regardless who receives
the promotion.

Motion made by Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny, to
approve the minutes of May 10, 2022. Motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, to
approve the following Commissioner warrants for payment:

Vendor Name Amount Vendor Name Amount

American Solutions For Business 4,669.93 Kully Supply Inc 3,106.55
Baudoin Oil Company 33,789.76 Midwest Monitoring & Surveillance 2,491.00
Brock White Co Llc 2,585.00 Nexus-Mille Lacs Family Healing 7,440.00
Cedar Valley Services, Inc 66,158.69 Northwestern Minnesota Juvenile Center 8,100.00
Dale Jech Construction 5,025.00 Road Machinery & Supplies Co. 10,410.61
Damel Corporation Morem Tree Service 4,960.00 SeaChange Print Innovations 4,397.09
Dave Lucas Consulting 4,185.00 Sunshine Sanitation 2,700.00
Erickson Engineering Co., LLC 26,944.00 Thomson Reuters-West Payment Center 5,385.94
Hancock Concrete Products, Lic 8,809.00 Tiny's Body Shop 4,452.90
Healthiest You 3,070.00 Village Ranch Inc 33,306.60
Insight Direct USA, Inc 9,579.00 64 Payments less than - 2000 35,320.55
Jones Haugh & Smith Inc 4,641.08 Final Total: 291,527.70

Motion carried.
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The Board recessed at 9:33 a.m. for the purpose of a public hearing.

The Chair called the Public Hearing to order at 9:33 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax
Abatement application Tracy & Angie Smith for construction of a single-family replacement
home Block 2, Lots 14,15 & 16 in the Original Village of Taopi (32.001.0150)

County Administrator Trish Harren reviewed the application and recommended
approval.

The applicant Tracy Smith was present and spoke on his own behalf. No one else
spoke for or against the Smith housing tax abatement application.

The Chair closed the Public Hearing at 9:37 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax Abatement
application of Tracy and Angie Smith.

The Chair called the Public Hearing to order at 9:37 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax
Abatement application of Dustin & Jessica Wiste for a single-family home Block 1, Lot 10
Park View Acres, Adams Township (01.040.0100).

County Administrator Trish Harren reviewed the application and recommended
approval.

The applicants Dustin and Jessica Wiste were present remotely and Dustin Wiste
spoke on his own behalf. No one else spoke for or against the Wiste housing tax abatement
application.

The Chair closed the Public Hearing at 9:39 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax Abatement
application of Dustin & Jessica Wiste.

The Chair called the Public Hearing to order at 9:39 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax
Abatement application of Bigelow & Lennon for a single-family home Block 2, Lot 7 Nature
Ridge 2nd, Austin (34.467.0120).

County Administrator Trish Harren reviewed the application and recommended
approval.

Randy Lennon was present for the applicant Bigelow & Lennon Construction and
spoke on behalf of the company’s application. No one else spoke for or against the Bigelow
& Lennon Construction housing tax abatement application.

The Chair closed the Public Hearing at 9:41 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax Abatement
application of Bigelow & Lennon Construction.

The Chair called the Public Hearing to order at 9:41 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax
Abatement application of Austin HRA for a single-family home Block 1, Lot 4 North Pointe,
Austin (34.509.0040).
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County Administrator Trish Harren reviewed the application and recommended
approval.

The applicant was not present. No one spoke for or against the Austin HRA housing
tax abatement application.

The Chair closed the Public Hearing at 9:43 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax Abatement
application of Austin HRA.

The Chair called the Public Hearing to order at 9:43 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax
Abatement application of Ann Bode for a single-family home Block 1, Lot 1 Wildwood
Estates Austin Township (02.890.0010).

County Administrator Trish Harren reviewed the application and recommended
approval.

The applicant Ann Bode was present remotely and spoke on her own behalf. No one
else spoke for or against the Bode housing tax abatement application.

The Chair closed the Public Hearing at 9:45 a.m. regarding a Housing Tax Abatement
application of Ann Bode.

The County Board reconvened its regular session at 9:45 a.m.

Date: May 24, 2022 Res. #46-22
RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX ABATEMENT
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. 469.1813

On motion of Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, the
following Resolution was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of
Commissioners at a meeting held May 24, 2022 at the Government Center, Austin,
Minnesota.

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 469.1813 gives authority to the County of Mower to grant an
abatement of property taxes imposed by the County if certain criteria are met; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the statutory requirements, Mower County has adopted the Tax
Abatement Policy for new construction of Single and Multi-family homes which includes criteria
which must be met before an abatement of taxes will be granted; and

WHEREAS, Tracy and Angie Smith are the owner(s) of certain property within Mower County,
legally described as follows:

Original Village of Taopi Block 2, Lots14, 15 & 16 SubdivisionCd 32001 .70 AC Taopi, MN
(32.001.0150)
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WHEREAS, Tracy and Angie have made application to Mower County for the abatement of
taxes as to the above-described parcel; and

WHEREAS, Notice having been duly given, a public hearing was held on May 24, 2022 before
the Mower County Board of Commissioners, on said application.

WHEREAS, Tracy and Angie have met the statutory requirements outlined under Minnesota
Statute 469.1813 Subdivision 1(1) and Subdivision 2(i) as well as Mower County’s criteria for

tax abatement;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA:

1.

Mower County does, hereby grant an abatement of Mower County’s share of real
estate taxes upon the above-described parcel for the construction of the single-
family home.

The tax abatement will be for no more than five years commencing, in the tax
year the property realizes a value increase over original value due to construction
of the housing project. Partially constructed housing may result in an abatement
in the first abatement year that may be significantly less than the following years.
This will still be considered one of the five years of eligible abatement. In the
event construction has not commenced within one year of approval, the
abatement is eliminated and the property owner will need to reapply in
accordance with this policy.

The County shall provide the awarded abatement payment following payment of
due real estate taxes annually. One single payment shall be made to the owner of
record at the time of the payment, by December 30" of that calendar year.

The real estate taxes to be abated shall be for up to the full amount of the real
estate taxes collected due to the added tax base of the newly constructed
housing/home annually. The current value of the property is not eligible for the
abatement, will not be abated as part of this program and is further defined as the
“original value.” Any eligible abatement years are calculated on the tax increase
due to a value increase over the original value.

Passed and approved this 24" day of May, 2022.

Date: May 24, 2022

RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX ABATEMENT

FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. 469.1813

On motion of Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner Glynn, the
following Resolution was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of
Commissioners at a meeting held May 24, 2022 at the Government Center, Austin,

Minnesota.

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 469.1813 gives authority to the County of Mower to grant an
abatement of property taxes imposed by the County if certain criteria are met; and
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WHEREAS, in addition to the statutory requirements, Mower County has adopted the Tax
Abatement Policy for new construction of Single and Multi-family homes which includes criteria
which must be met before an abatement of taxes will be granted; and

WHEREAS, Dustin & Jessica Wiste are the owner(s) of certain property within Mower County,
legally described as follows:

Parkview Acres Subd Lot 10, Block 1 SubdivisionCD 01040, Adams Twp, MN (01.040.0100)

WHEREAS, Dustin & Jessica Wiste have made application to Mower County for the abatement
of taxes as to the above-described parcel; and

WHEREAS, Notice having been duly given, a public hearing was held on May 24, 2022 before
the Mower County Board of Commissioners, on said application.

WHEREAS, Dustin & Jessica Wiste have met the statutory requirements outlined under
Minnesota Statute 469.1813 Subdivision 1(1) and Subdivision 2(i) as well as Mower County’s
criteria for tax abatement;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA:

1. Mower County does, hereby grant an abatement of Mower County’s share of real
estate taxes upon the above-described parcel for the construction of the single-
family home.

2. The tax abatement will be for no more than five years commencing, in the tax

year the property realizes a value increase over original value due to construction
of the housing project. Partially constructed housing may result in an abatement
in the first abatement year that may be significantly less than the following years.
This will still be considered one of the five years of eligible abatement. In the
event construction has not commenced within one year of approval, the
abatement is eliminated and the property owner will need to reapply in
accordance with this policy.

3. The County shall provide the awarded abatement payment following payment of
due real estate taxes annually. One single payment shall be made to the owner of
record at the time of the payment, by December 30" of that calendar year.

4. The real estate taxes to be abated shall be for up to the full amount of the real
estate taxes collected due to the added tax base of the newly constructed
housing/home annually. The current value of the property is not eligible for the
abatement, will not be abated as part of this program and is further defined as the
“original value.” Any eligible abatement years are calculated on the tax increase
due to a value increase over the original value.

Passed and approved this 24" day of May, 2022.
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Date: May 24, 2022 Res. #48-22
RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX ABATEMENT
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. 469.1813

On motion of Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, the
following Resolution was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of
Commissioners at a meeting held May 24, 2022 at the Government Center, Austin,
Minnesota.

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 469.1813 gives authority to the County of Mower to grant an
abatement of property taxes imposed by the County if certain criteria are met; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the statutory requirements, Mower County has adopted the Tax
Abatement Policy for new construction of Single and Multi-family homes which includes criteria
which must be met before an abatement of taxes will be granted; and

WHEREAS, Nature Ridge Properties of Austin Co. (Seller) is the owner of certain property
within Mower County, legally described as follows:

Block 2, Lot 7 Nature Ridge 2nd, Austin, MN (34.467.0120)

WHEREAS, Bigelow & Lennon Construction (Buyer) has made application to Mower County
for the abatement of taxes as to the above-described parcel; and

WHEREAS, Notice having been duly given, a public hearing was held on May 24, 2022 before
the Mower County Board of Commissioners, on said application.

WHEREAS, Nature Ridge Properties of Austin Co. (Seller) and Bigelow & Lennon Construction
(Buyer) have met the statutory requirements outlined under Minnesota Statute 469.1813
Subdivision 1(1) and Subdivision 2(i) as well as Mower County’s criteria for tax abatement;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA:

1. Mower County does, hereby grant an abatement of Mower County’s share of real
estate taxes upon the above-described parcel for the construction of the single-
family home.

2. The tax abatement will be for no more than five years commencing, in the tax

year the property realizes a value increase over original value due to construction
of the housing project. Partially constructed housing may result in an abatement
in the first abatement year that may be significantly less than the following years.
This will still be considered one of the five years of eligible abatement. In the
event construction has not commenced within one year of approval, the
abatement is eliminated and the property owner will need to reapply in
accordance with this policy.

3. The County shall provide the awarded abatement payment following payment of
due real estate taxes annually. One single payment shall be made to the owner of
record at the time of the payment, by December 30" of that calendar year.
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4. The real estate taxes to be abated shall be for up to the full amount of the real
estate taxes collected due to the added tax base of the newly constructed
housing/home annually. The current value of the property is not eligible for the
abatement, will not be abated as part of this program and is further defined as the
“original value.” Any eligible abatement years are calculated on the tax increase
due to a value increase over the original value.

Passed and approved this 24" day of May, 2022.

Date: May 24, 2022 Res. #49-22
RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX ABATEMENT
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. 469.1813

On motion of Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner Glynn, the
following Resolution was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of
Commissioners at a meeting held May 24, 2022 at the Government Center, Austin,
Minnesota.

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 469.1813 gives authority to the County of Mower to grant an
abatement of property taxes imposed by the County if certain criteria are met; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the statutory requirements, Mower County has adopted the Tax
Abatement Policy for new construction of Single and Multi-family homes which includes criteria
which must be met before an abatement of taxes will be granted; and

WHEREAS, Austin HRA is the owner of certain property within Mower County, legally
described as follows:

Block 1, Lot 4 North Pointe, Austin, MN (34.509.0040)

WHEREAS, Austin HRA has made application to Mower County for the abatement of taxes as
to the above-described parcel; and

WHEREAS, Notice having been duly given, a public hearing was held on May 24, 2022 before
the Mower County Board of Commissioners, on said application.

WHEREAS, Austin HRA has met the statutory requirements outlined under Minnesota Statute
469.1813 Subdivision 1(1) and Subdivision 2(i) as well as Mower County’s criteria for tax
abatement;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA:

1. Mower County does, hereby grant an abatement of Mower County’s share of real
estate taxes upon the above-described parcel for the construction of the single-
family home.

2. The tax abatement will be for no more than five years commencing, in the tax

year the property realizes a value increase over original value due to construction
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of the housing project. Partially constructed housing may result in an abatement
in the first abatement year that may be significantly less than the following years.
This will still be considered one of the five years of eligible abatement. In the
event construction has not commenced within one year of approval, the
abatement is eliminated and the property owner will need to reapply in
accordance with this policy.

3. The County shall provide the awarded abatement payment following payment of
due real estate taxes annually. One single payment shall be made to the owner of
record at the time of the payment, by December 30" of that calendar year.

4. The real estate taxes to be abated shall be for up to the full amount of the real
estate taxes collected due to the added tax base of the newly constructed
housing/nome annually. The current value of the property is not eligible for the
abatement, will not be abated as part of this program and is further defined as the
“original value.” Any eligible abatement years are calculated on the tax increase
due to a value increase over the original value.

Passed and approved this 24" day of May, 2022.

Date: May 24, 2022 Res. #50-22
RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX ABATEMENT
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. 469.1813

On motion of Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny, the
following Resolution was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of
Commissioners at a meeting held May 24, 2022 at the Government Center, Austin,
Minnesota.

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 469.1813 gives authority to the County of Mower to grant an
abatement of property taxes imposed by the County if certain criteria are met; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the statutory requirements, Mower County has adopted the Tax
Abatement Policy for new construction of Single and Multi-family homes which includes criteria
which must be met before an abatement of taxes will be granted; and

WHEREAS, Ann Bode is the owner of certain property within Mower County, legally described
as follows:

Block 1, Lot 1 Wildwood Estates, Austin Twp, MN (02.890.0010)

WHEREAS, Ann Bode has made application to Mower County for the abatement of taxes as to
the above-described parcel; and

WHEREAS, Notice having been duly given, a public hearing was held on May 24, 2022 before
the Mower County Board of Commissioners, on said application.

WHEREAS, Ann Bode has met the statutory requirements outlined under Minnesota Statute
469.1813 Subdivision 1(1) and Subdivision 2(i) as well as Mower County’s criteria for tax
abatement;
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA:

1. Mower County does, hereby grant an abatement of Mower County’s share of real
estate taxes upon the above-described parcel for the construction of the single-
family home.

2. The tax abatement will be for no more than five years commencing, in the tax

year the property realizes a value increase over original value due to construction
of the housing project. Partially constructed housing may result in an abatement
in the first abatement year that may be significantly less than the following years.
This will still be considered one of the five years of eligible abatement. In the
event construction has not commenced within one year of approval, the
abatement is eliminated and the property owner will need to reapply in
accordance with this policy.

3. The County shall provide the awarded abatement payment following payment of
due real estate taxes annually. One single payment shall be made to the owner of
record at the time of the payment, by December 30" of that calendar year.

4. The real estate taxes to be abated shall be for up to the full amount of the real
estate taxes collected due to the added tax base of the newly constructed
housing/home annually. The current value of the property is not eligible for the
abatement, will not be abated as part of this program and is further defined as the
“original value.” Any eligible abatement years are calculated on the tax increase
due to a value increase over the original value.

Passed and approved this 24" day of May, 2022.

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to
approve the Health & Human Services accounts payable totaling $178,964.35. Motion
carried.

Nancy Schnable, Executive Director, Discover Austin, MN provided the Board with
an annual report. Tourism is still down due to Covid but Discover Austin is being creative
with advertising outreach. A Volkswagen beetle wrapped like a pig with the name Petunia
has been “touring” events like Sturgis and a Discover Austin wrapped semi is also making its
rounds around the nation promoting Austin with its deliveries. Staff is also working with the
Ag Society in making more use of the facilities at the fairgrounds. The new “Marvelous
Mower County Minnesota” tourism booklet will be received for distribution this week.

Motion made by Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, to
approve Annual Service Contract between Mower County and the Agricultural Society for
property management services for the fairgrounds. Motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to
approve annual UPS renewal maintenance agreement with Vertiv Corporation ($3,651)
Motion carried.
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Facilities Supervisor Jason Murphy has made a list of landscaping projects around the
County buildings and has solicited bids for the work. Dolan Landscaping had the low quote
on all landscaping projects.

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to
award the low guotes of Dolan’s Landscaping for the following listed landscaping projects
and have the projects commence: 1) Government Center Project 1 (sod work $1590.64); 2)
Government Center Project 2 (tree/shrub trimming & replacement $875.63); 3) Justice
Center Project 1 (tree/shrub trimming & replacement $3910.25); 4) Justice Center Project 2
(landscape removal/refresh east of loading dock $1689.42); 5) Zontas Corner Park tree/shrub
trim replacement with irrigation control station $3481.15) and 6) Veterans Memorial (trim
trees/shrubs $348.39). Motion carried. Commissioners requested that the Public Works
grounds be also reviewed for landscape refreshing.

Motion by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, to approve the
following list of surplus property for auction:

Quantity Item Department
5  FiJu Scanners HHS
Motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny, to
approve the monthly investment report for the months ending March and April 2022.
Motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, to
approve the application of Adventure Bound BT, LLC for a seasonal full on/off sale &
Sunday liquor license effective June 1, 2022 through October 31, 2022. Motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny, to
approve the Transient Merchant application of TNT Fireworks for the sale of fireworks at
Wal-Mart in Austin, MN effective June 20, 2022 through July 5, 2022. Motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, to
approve the application of Four Daughters Vineyard and Winery, LLC for a full on/off sale
& Sunday liquor license effective July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023. Motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to
approve an expenditure of up to $50,000 of ARPA funds by December 31, 2024 (contingent
upon a match from the Dakota) for the Chert Quarry endowment fund. Motion carried.

Motion made by Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny, to
approve a mini grant of ARPA funds to reimburse Rose Creek for a new playground system
that will offer elements that challenge and require physical exertion to encourage activity
among their area youth. Motion carried.
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Motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to
approve collaborating with Austin Public Utilities for the installation of a Power Pedestal
($1500) near the Justice Center. Motion carried. Commissioner Baldus abstained.

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny, to
approve the Joint Powers Agreement with the State of Minnesota (Swift Contract #212193)
effective May 15, 2022 through June 30, 2022 for recount services, as necessary, of the votes
cast in the County for the Congressional District 1 special election and authorize the Auditor-
Treasurer to sign the agreement. Motion carried.

Under Committee Reports Commissioner Reinartz reported that he attended the
Senior Center meeting and the parking lot is being redone by the City. Commissioner Glynn
reported attending the SE Emergency Management and Rural Energy Board meeting on May
23 and also the Soil Water & Conservation District meeting. Commissioner Baldus attended
the Workforce Development meeting and it had been reported that unemployment at all-time
low. Commissioner Baldus also stopped by the canoemobile event and attended a
Development Corporation of Austin meeting at which Dr. Brian Burt made a presentation
about the potential farm project. It was also noted that the County had received a notice
from the Department of Revenue that the County needs to appoint a new assessor within
ninety days. The Commissioners will attend the AMC district 1X meeting on June 6 in
Goodhue County. Commissioner Mueller reported that the planning commission will be
meeting and he attended a Taopi event with a band that raised $95,800 for the community
and those impacted by the tornadoes. Lastly, Commissioner Glynn reported that she would
be attending the canvasing board on 5/25 with Commissioner Ankeny.

Chair Commissioner Baldus adjourned the meeting at 11:08 a.m. Motion carried.
The next meeting is scheduled for June 7, 2022 at 1:00 p.m.

THE MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

BY:

Chairperson
Attest:

By:
Clerk/Administrator
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