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working to create healthier communities across Minnesota by expanding opportunities for 
active living (MN Moves / MN Well-being), healthy eating (MN Eats) and now tobacco-free 
living (MN Commercial Tobacco-Free - CTF).     The goal is to improve employee health 
and to reduce employer costs.   It is estimated that smoking and tobacco use costs Minnesota  
$4.7 Billion / year which is about $824 per person in each home each year.   It is estimated 
that Mower County loses about $253,036.80 per year due to smoking in lost productivity and  
increased health care costs.    Other neighboring counties have already gone smoke free 
campus and their policies are available for review for possible incorporation into a new 
Mower County Tobacco Policy.    It was suggested that a committee be formed of both 
tobacco users and non-tobacco user employees to review options for a Mower County 
tobacco-free campus and recommendation for policy amendment.     
 

The Board discussed the Meadows at Dobbins Creek impassable road maintenance 
petition received.  In the subdivision, 228th street and 574th street have been maintained by 
Red Rock Township until January when Red Rock Township stopped plowing these streets.  
Ms. Nelsen informed the Board the in accordance with Minnesota Statute 163.16 Impassable 
Road and upon receipt of a written complaint, the County shall fix a time and place for 
hearing the complaint with notice to the town clerk and the persons signing the complaint.   
An action item will be included on the February 13 board agenda to set a date, time and place 
for a hearing on the petition.  
 

The Board discussed the new Minnesota flag and seal.   Constituents have been 
contacting the commissioners mostly in opposition to the new flag.   The governor had 
appointed a 12-member committee to solicit flag and seal proposals with a deadline to make 
a selection and present it by January 1, 2024. The committee sought new designs and from 
the entries three designs were recommended with one new design certified for adoption by 
the governor effective May 11, 2024.    There is discontent that the citizens were not allowed 
to vote on whether or not to have a new flag or to vote on any proposed new flag design.    
The other concern is the cost to the state, counties, townships and cities for making the 
change to the new flag and seal.    An action item will be on the February 13 board agenda to 
reflect the Board’s input and request to Governor Tim Walz.  
 

County Administrator Trish Harren Gjersvik provided an update on the Chert Quarry 
Grant Project.     A new resolution will be presented at the next meeting verifying that 
Mower County will serve as the fiscal host and has committed funds for the trail project so 
that the grant funding can be accepted.   
 

In addition, Ms. Gjersvik provided information on the Fairground Capital Projects 
slated for 2024.     The largest projects include the Sterling Park fencing, a switch to LED 
yard lighting, and men’s bathroom upgrades to urinals.    A portion of the SHIP grant will be 
used to provide water filling stations around the fairgrounds.   
 

Ms. Gjersvik provided the Board with an update on Grow Austin and the incentive 
provided to Nu-Tuk in partnership with Austin Utilities and the City of Austin.   Mower 
County’s share of the first-year payout for the eligible incentive is $80,100.    The parameters 
of the Grow Austin business incentive are being reviewed for possible revision.  
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