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REGULAR SESSION OF THE MOWER COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
September 12, 2023 

 
The Mower County Board of Commissioners in and for the County of Mower, 

Minnesota, met in Regular Session September 12, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. at the Government 
Center in Austin, Minnesota. 

 
All members present, viz: Chair Mike Ankeny, Vice-Chair Jerry Reinartz, John 

Mueller, Dan Sparks and Polly Glynn.  Also in attendance were County Attorney Kristen 
Nelsen, County Administrator Trish Harren Gjersvik, Executive Assistant Denise Barthels, 
and Austin Daily Herald Editor Eric Johnson.  
  
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Sparks, to 

approve the agenda adding 1) Mineral Service Plus, LLC proposal for Phase 2 Geothermal 
leak repair ($36,925) under General Business; and 2) approve expense reimbursement for 
employee #57 under Consent Agenda.  Motion carried. 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Sparks, to approve 
the consent agenda as presented:  

1.  Approve Minutes of 8/22/23 with correction & 9/5/23; 
2. Approve application of Deer Creek Speedway for fireworks display on 9/23/23 (Rain 

date: 9/24/23);  
3. Approve 2022 Flex Account Gain/Loss Adjustments as follows: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Approve Resolutions adopting Assessments for Septic Loans for the following: 
a. Res. #59-23 Richard J. and Tonya M. Rieken (PIN 17.032.0030): $24,550 loan 

assessment 
 

Date: September 12, 2023           Res. #59-23 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING ASSESSMENT 

On motion of Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Sparks, the following Resolution 
was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of Commissioners at a meeting held 
September 12, 2023 at the Government Center, Austin, Minnesota. 

 

AccountDescription CurrentBalance AccountNumber 
MEDICAL FLEX 2022 876.83 01-000-000-0000-2042 
DEPENDENT CARE 2022 625.02 01-000-000-0000-2043 
MEDICAL FLEX 2022 (1,664.65} 11-000-000-0000-2042 
DEPENDENT CARE 2022 (625.02) 11-000-000-0000-2043 
MEDICAL FLEX 2022 (1,022.99) 13-000-000-0000-2042 
DEPENDENT CARE 2022 0.00 13-000-000-0000-2043 
MEDICAL FLEX 2022 0.00 17-000-000-0000-2042 
DEPENDENT CARE 2022 0.00 17-000-000-0000-2043 
 (1,810.81)  
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WHEREAS, pursuant to the policies of the Mower County Septic Loan program the owner of 
property has requested a loan from Mower County for replacement of a failing septic system on the 
below-listed property and has requested to pay back that loan by assessment to the subject property, 
to Mower County, over a ten-year term. 

Property owner(s): Richard J. Rieken, Tonya M. Rieken, husband & wife,  

Property address: 63335 290TH ST SARGEANT MN 55973 

Parcel Identification No: 17.032.0030 

Tax parcel legal description: Section 32 Township 104 Range 016   NW1/4 E OF RR EXC 
E641.71FT 

Assessment amount:  $24,550.00 (Twenty-four Thousand Five Hundred Fifty & no/100) 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS, MINNESOTA: 

1. Such proposed assessment, made part hereof, is hereby accepted and shall constitute the special 
assessment against the lands named herein, and each tract of land herein included is hereby 
found to be benefitted by the proposed improvement and the amount of the assessment levied 
against it. 

2. Such assessment shall be payable in simple decreasing installments extending over ten (10) 
years. The first of the installments shall be payable along with the first half taxes when due, as 
reflected on the tax statement payable year 2024, and shall bear interest at the rate of three 
percent per annum. Each payment including interest thereafter will be paid with taxes payable, 
until the assessment obligation is satisfied.  

3. The owner of any property, so assessed, may pay the entire assessment on such property by 
December 31, 2023, without interest accrued.  

Thereafter the owner of property, so assessed, may pay the annual assessment amount, or any 
amount exceeding the annual assessed amount so listed on the tax statement, with any unpaid 
interest accrued to December 31 of the year in which such payment is made. 
The County will accept payments up until the close of business day December 31 in the year of 
payment. If December 31st is a weekend or holiday; payment must be received in advance of closing 
of the last business day in the year payment is made. 
1. There shall be no penalty for advance payment or pay-off of the full balance of the assessment.  
2. The County Administrator / clerk shall forthwith transmit a certified duplicate of this 

assessment to the County Auditor to be extended on the property tax list of the County and such 
assessment shall be collected and paid over the same manner as other municipal taxes.  

3. This assessment must be paid in full at the time of property transfer to any other owner, owners, 
heirs, assigns or entity. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mower County Board Chair is hereby authorized to 
execute the Promissory Note on behalf of the County for the loan of funds from the Mower County 
Septic Loan program. 
Passed and approved this 12th  day of September, 2023. 

 
b. Res. #60-23 Gerald C. & Valerie A. Buecksler (PIN 16.016.0020): $23,000 loan 

assessment 
 

Date: September 12, 2023           Res. #60-23 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING ASSESSMENT 

On motion of Commissioner Glynn,  seconded by Commissioner Sparks, the following Resolution 
was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of Commissioners at a meeting held 
September 12, 2023 at the Government Center, Austin, Minnesota. 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to the policies of the Mower County Septic Loan program the owner of 
property has requested a loan from Mower County for replacement of a failing septic system on the 
below-listed property and has requested to pay back that loan by assessment to the subject property, 
to Mower County, over a ten-year term. 
Property owner(s): Gerald C. Buecksler, Valerie A. Buecksler, husband and wife,  
Property address: 25219 STATE HWY 56, BROWNSDALE MN 55918 
Parcel Identification No: 16.016.0020 
Tax parcel legal description: Section 16 Township 103 Range 017   E701FT N311FT S1304FT 
SE1/4 
Assessment amount:  $23,000.00 (Twenty-Three Thousand and no/100) 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS, MINNESOTA: 
1. Such proposed assessment, made part hereof, is hereby accepted and shall constitute the special 

assessment against the lands named herein, and each tract of land herein included is hereby 
found to be benefitted by the proposed improvement and the amount of the assessment levied 
against it. 

2. Such assessment shall be payable in simple decreasing installments extending over ten (10) 
years. The first of the installments shall be payable along with the first half taxes when due, as 
reflected on the tax statement payable year 2024, and shall bear interest at the rate of three 
percent per annum. Each payment including interest thereafter will be paid with taxes payable, 
until the assessment obligation is satisfied.  

3. The owner of any property, so assessed, may pay the entire assessment on such property by 
December 31, 2023, without interest accrued.  

Thereafter the owner of property, so assessed, may pay the annual assessment amount, or any 
amount exceeding the annual assessed amount so listed on the tax statement, with any unpaid 
interest accrued to December 31 of the year in which such payment is made. 
 

The County will accept payments up until the close of business day December 31 in the year of 
payment. If December 31st is a weekend or holiday; payment must be received in advance of closing 
of the last business day in the year payment is made. 
 

1. There shall be no penalty for advance payment or pay-off of the full balance of the assessment.  
2. The County Administrator/Clerk shall forthwith transmit a certified duplicate of this assessment 

to the County Auditor to be extended on the property tax list of the County and such assessment 
shall be collected and paid over the same manner as other municipal taxes.  

3. This assessment must be paid in full at the time of property transfer to any other owner, owners, 
heirs, assigns or entity. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mower County Board Chair is hereby authorized to 
execute the Promissory Note on behalf of the County for the loan of funds from the Mower County 
Septic Loan program. 
Passed and approved this 12th  day of September, 2023. 

c. Res. #61-23 Steven Allen Schulze, Marianne K. Schulze (PIN 05.002.0070): 
$25,077.96 loan assessment 
 

Date: September 12, 2023           Res. #61-23 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING ASSESSMENT 

On motion of Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Sparks, the following Resolution 
was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of Commissioners at a meeting held 
September 12, 2023 at the Government Center, Austin, Minnesota. 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the policies of the Mower County Septic Loan program the owner of 
property has requested a loan from Mower County for replacement of a failing septic system on the 
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below-listed property and has requested to pay back that loan by assessment to the subject property, 
to Mower County, over a ten-year term. 
Property owner(s): Steven Allen Schulze, Marianne K. Schulze 
Property address: 27297 665TH AVE DEXTER MN 55926 
Parcel Identification No: 05.002.0070 
Tax parcel legal description: Section 02 Township 103 Range 016   S470.3FT E463.1FT NE1/4 
SW1/4 5AC 
Assessment amount:  $25,077.96, (Twenty five Thousand Seventy-seven dollars and 96/100) 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS, MINNESOTA: 
1. Such proposed assessment, made part hereof, is hereby accepted and shall constitute the special 

assessment against the lands named herein, and each tract of land herein included is hereby 
found to be benefitted by the proposed improvement and the amount of the assessment levied 
against it. 

2. Such assessment shall be payable in simple decreasing installments extending over ten (10) 
years. The first of the installments shall be payable along with the first half taxes when due, as 
reflected on the tax statement payable year 2024, and shall bear interest at the rate of three 
percent per annum. Each payment including interest thereafter will be paid with taxes payable, 
until the assessment obligation is satisfied.  

3. The owner of any property, so assessed, may pay the entire assessment on such property by 
December 31, 2023, without interest accrued.  

Thereafter the owner of property, so assessed, may pay the annual assessment amount, or any 
amount exceeding the annual assessed amount so listed on the tax statement, with any unpaid 
interest accrued to December 31 of the year in which such payment is made. 
The County will accept payments up until the close of business day December 31 in the year of 
payment. If December 31st is a weekend or holiday; payment must be received in advance of closing 
of the last business day in the year payment is made. 
1. There shall be no penalty for advance payment or pay-off of the full balance of the assessment.  
2. The County Administrator / clerk shall forthwith transmit a certified duplicate of this 

assessment to the County Auditor to be extended on the property tax list of the County and such 
assessment shall be collected and paid over the same manner as other municipal taxes.  

3. This assessment must be paid in full at the time of property transfer to any other owner, owners, 
heirs, assigns or entity. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mower County Board Chair is hereby authorized to 
execute the Promissory Note on behalf of the County for the loan of funds from the Mower County 
Septic Loan program. 
Passed and approved this 12th day of September 2023. 

 

5. Approve Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee  
 

6. Approve $18,000 of ARPA funding for Homelessness Prevention Pilot Program  
 

7. Approve late claim for travel / expense reimbursement for employee #57 
Motion carried.  
 

County Assessor Michael Harvey provided the Board with a department update.   Mr. 
Harvey reported that with this year’s quintile work the appraisers have physically inspected 
approximately 4500 parcels.   This year the appraisal work was done in the townships of 
Dexter, Sargeant, Lyle and Nevada and in the cities of Mapleview, Brownsdale and portions 
of Austin.   Appraisers are also verifying recent sales data for calculating median ratios in 
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property classifications.    New construction is inspected and if a property is still under 
construction, it will be inspected again prior to year-end as a partially constructed valuation 
as of January 2 for 2024 values for taxes payable 2025.     So far this year there have been 
282 sales which is down from approximately 400 last year.   There are some large 
construction projects occurring in the county of note: 1st & 3rd Apartments, Hormel daycare 
facility and a new Harty Mechanical facility.     The University of Minnesota Extension 
FAARM project is progressing with land acquisition primarily in the area of Udolpho 
Township.    
 

Commissioner Reinartz left the room at 9:22 a.m.  
 
The Board recessed at 9:24 a.m. for the purpose of the Health & Human Services Board. 
 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES BOARD: 
 

Austin Aspires Director Jayne Gibson provided the Board with an overview of 
program.    Austin Aspires is a product of Vision 2020 which focuses on educational 
excellence from cradle to career that is embraced in every aspect of the community 
influencing policy, practice and procedures.   Future outreach will include the broader 
community of Mower County.    Austin Aspires strives to remove obstacles to education such 
as food and housing insecurity by developing connections that provide “Bridges to Benefits.”  
 

Commissioner Reinartz returned at 9:27 a.m.  
 
 Austin Aspires is building relationships with day care providers assisting with 
connections for training and licensure.   It is working to build relationships to enhance 
county-wide affordable internet connectivity.   And, Austin Aspires is partnering with 
Riverland, Gerard and the United Way for a pilot youth mentoring program involving 5th 
graders at I.J. Holton.     
 

Motion made by Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Sparks, to 
approve the Health & Human Services accounts payable totaling $335,365.99.  Motion 
carried.  

 
Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to 

approve the Regional Health Equity Grant Program in the amount of $97,036.  Motion 
carried.  
 

Motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Sparks, to 
approve social service actions.  Motion carried.  
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, to 
adjourn the Health & Human Services Board meeting at 9:55 a.m.  Motion carried. 
  

Commissioner Reinartz left the room at 9:55 a.m.  
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COUNTY BOARD  
The Regular Session of the Board was reconvened at 9:56 a.m. for regular business items. 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Sparks, to 
approve the following Commissioner warrants for payment: 

 
Vendor Name Amount 

 
Vendor Name Amount 

Above All Cleaning, Inc 7,761.29 
 

Insight Direct USA, Inc 11,885.86 
Advanced Correctional Healthcare 38,588.60 

 
Leroy/City Of 3,267.00 

Ancom Communications 28,375.00 
 

LSQ Funding Group, LLC 3,592.68 
Applied Concepts Inc 2,066.00 

 
Matthew Bender & Co., Inc. 2,563.83 

Armon Architecture, Inc. 14,900.00 
 

Mayo Clinic Ambulance Services 4,657.88 
Baudoin Oil Company 27,202.82 

 
MEIGS Paving 8,336.24 

Beckleys 2,650.00 
 

Metro Sales, Inc 3,122.13 
Cedar Valley Services, Inc 59,765.25 

 
Minnesota Counties Computer Cooperative 12,045.52 

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 21,525.00 
 

Mower Soil & Water Conservation District 36,617.66 
Commissioner of Transportation 11,466.77 

 
Schneider/Thomas A 2,540.00 

Dave Lucas Consulting 3,125.00 
 

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 9,030.00 
Dell Marketing L P 6,138.50 

 
Thomson Reuters-West Payment Center 4,071.16 

Election Systems & Software, LLC. 6,415.25 
 

Tiny's Body Shop 5,683.14 
Emergency Automotive Technologies 3,355.43 

 
Ulland Brothers Inc. 8,318.40 

Freeborn County Co-Operative Oil Co. 10,204.69 
 

Village Ranch Inc 7,587.87 
Harty Mechanical Inc 11,515.36 

 
White Cap 3,072.14 

Icon Constructors LLC 91,120.00 
 

79          Payments less than     2000 44,220.56    
Final Total: 516,787.03 

Motion carried 4-0.   
 
Commissioner Reinartz  returned to the room at 10:00 a.m.  
 
The Board recessed at 10:00 a.m. for the purpose of a public hearing. 
 

The Chair called the Public Hearing to order at 10:00 a.m. in regard to ORDINANCE 
(Map Amendment): consider changes to Zoning Ordinance Section 14-108 whereby Mower 
County adopts by reference the FEMA Letter of Map Revisions dated February 22, 2017 and 
September 15, 2023 and incorporates them into the official Zoning Map. 
 
 Environmental Services Supervisor Angela Lipelt reviewed the proposed Ordinance 
amendment to amend Zoning Ordinance Section 14-108 and the Planning Commission 
recommendations.   
 

No one spoke for or against amending Zoning Ordinance Section 14-108.  The Chair 
closed the Public Hearing at 10:14 a.m. in regard amending Ordinance Section 14-108 to 
include FEMA maps dated February 22, 2017 and September 15, 2023  by reference.   

 
The County Board reconvened its regular session at 10:14 a.m.  
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Date: September 12, 2023  Ord. #02-23 
ORDINANCE 

Zoning Ordinance 
 

On motion of Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Sparks, the following 
Ordinance was unanimously passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of 
Commissioners at a meeting held September 12, 2023 at the Mower County Government 
Center, Austin, Minnesota. 

 
WHEREAS, a Notice of Intention to hold a public hearing to consider amending Sections of 
the Mower County Zoning Ordinance was published in Mower County’s official newspaper, 
the Austin Daily Herald, on August 12, 2023 and in the Mower County Independent on 
August 24, 2023; and  
 
WHEREAS, notices were made by first class mail to affected parcels and Townships on 
August 22, 2023. An official list is kept on file in the office of the Environmental Services. 
Notice was sent to City and Township Clerks on August 28, 2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, Notice having been duly given the Planning Commission held a public hearing 
on said amendment on September 5,  2023 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mower County Government 
Center, Board Room, before the Mower County Planning Commission at which any 
concerned citizen was given an opportunity to speak on the matter; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Mower County Planning Commission recommended by a majority vote to 
revise sections of the Mower County Zoning Ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, Notice having been duly given, a public hearing was held on September 12, 
2023 before the Mower County Board of Commissioners, on said petition; and 
 
BE IT ORDAINED that revisions incorporating all previously approved amendments, and 
including minor corrections, of the Mower County Zoning Ordinance effective 1/1/2003, 
amended henceforth shall be incorporated and adopted in their entirety; and 
 
BE IT ORDAINED that the following proposed revisions to Zoning Ordinance Section 14-
108; shall be incorporated and adopted in its entirety;  
 

SECTION 14-108. ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
Incorporation by Reference: The Official Zoning Map together with all materials attached 
thereto is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this ordinance. The 
attached material includes the Flood Insurance Study Mower County, Minnesota and 
Incorporated Areas; Flood Insurance Rate Map Index Mower County, Minnesota and 
Incorporated Areas with map number 27099CINDOA; and all Flood Insurance Rate Map 
panels on the Flood Insurance Rate Map Index that apply to the unincorporated areas of 
Mower County, Minnesota; all of the aforementioned documents being dated September 
4, 2013 and prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. The county also 
adopts by reference the following Letter of Map Revisions: 

• Case No. 16-05-4681P, dated February 22, 2017 
• Case No. 21-05-3696P, dated September 15, 2023 
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The Official Zoning Map shall be on file in the Office of the County Zoning 
Administrator. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Ordinance #02-23 shall be effective upon publication 
in the Legal Newspaper of Mower County, the “Austin Daily Herald.”  (published 9/16/23) 
 
A copy of the entire Mower County Zoning Ordinance and related maps, if any, are on file in 
the Mower County Public Works Office and at the County Auditor-Treasurer office. 
 
Passed and approved this 12th day of September, 2023. 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz,  
to amend Resolution #03-23 adopted January 3, 2023  by amending the first “BE IT 
RESOLVED” paragraph of the resolution as follows: 

BE IT RESOLVED That the County Auditor-Treasurer be allowed to pay various incidental 
expenses, refunds, state agency payments, tax apportionments; M.S. Chapter 375.34 
Memorial Day Appropriations and Board approved appropriations.  Items paid by auditor 
warrant include:  monthly recurring building services expenses (garbage, pest control, 
utilities, elevator); utilities; telephone; internet; M.S. Chapter 375.35 Military Service 
Organization Memorial Day exercise expense reimbursements; requests by a Judge for 
immediate payment; postage; license fees; tax overpayments; employee benefits; and payroll 
deductions; credit card payments, when necessary to avoid late penalties and charges and 
costs associated with employee travel and conferences.  All claims for employee 
reimbursement must be submitted Human Resources within sixty (60) days of occurrence in 
order to qualify for payment. 

Motion carried. 
 
Date: September 12, 2023       Proclamation #02-23 

Proclamation 
 

 On motion of Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, the 
following Proclamation was unanimously passed and adopted by the Mower County Board 
of Commissioners at a meeting held September 12, 2023 at the Government Center, Austin, 
Minnesota. 
 
WHEREAS: September 8 to September 17, we celebrate Welcoming Week as a way of 
creating home together with communities around the world. Welcoming Week is about 
bringing neighbors together across lines of difference to build relationships and work 
together on shared goals.  During Welcoming Week, we invite all residents of Mower County 
to join this movement by taking action in the spirit of unity across differences; and 
 
WHEREAS: Mower County is home to people of all backgrounds, including those who 
were not born here, but now call it home. Mower County’s success depends on making sure 
that all residents feel welcome. New residents are a vital part of our community, along with 
our long-time residents, bringing ideas, starting businesses, serving in civic roles, working in 
critical industries and contributing to the vibrant diversity that we value; and 
 



COMMISSIONERS’ RECORD MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 9.12.23 Page AAA - 188 

WHEREAS: To capitalize on diversity as an asset, our community must strive to create a 
culture and policies that ensure everyone can thrive. That includes addressing disparities, 
countering hate, understanding history and helping neighbors come together; and  
 
WHEREAS: Regardless of where we are born or how we identify, we are residents of 
Mower County and our lives are interdependent.  Let us come together to build communities 
where every resident has the opportunity to contribute his or her best. Let us come together to 
create more prosperous communities and to reaffirm that Mower County stands as a beacon 
of freedom and opportunity; and 
 
WHEREAS: We call on our residents to reach across lines of difference and participate in 
one or more of the Welcoming Week events in Austin. We also call on business leaders, civic 
groups, government agencies and community institutions to undertake their own initiatives, 
beyond Welcoming Week to make Mower County an even more welcoming place for new 
and long-term residents alike. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mike Ankeny, Mower County Board Chair, do hereby proclaim 
September 8 through September 17, 2023 as  
 

WELCOMING WEEK 2023 
   

Passed and approved this 12th day of September, 2023. 
 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, to set 
preliminary 2024 budget at $63,998,392 and the preliminary 2024 levy at $25,004,366 for a 
5.5% increase over the 2023 levy.  The preliminary budget is as follows: 

 

  General  
Public 
Works 

Human Services 
& Public Health 

Capital 
Projects Library Changes Total 

% 
Increase 

Expenditures 25,694,724  19,480,023  18,576,945  458,200  330,500  (542,000) 63,998,392    
Non Tax Levy Revenue 6,258,315  15,310,447  12,000,420  100,000      33,669,182    
Co Program Aid 3,284,813            3,284,813    
ARPA Funds 480,825    98,340        579,165    
Cash Reserve Use (59,534) (943,132) 0  (458,200) 0  0  (1,460,866)   
           
Tax Levy Needed 15,611,237  3,226,444  6,478,185  (100,000) 330,500  (542,000) 25,004,366  5.500 

Motion carried.  
 

Motion made by Commissioner Sparks, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to set 
the date and time for the annual budget and levy public hearing as December 11, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. in the County Board Room.   Motion carried.  
 

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to 
approve the Mineral Service Plus, LLC geothermal phase 2 leak repair proposal ($36,925).   
Motion carried.  
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Doug Host of Clifton Larson Allen provided the Board with the 2022 audit results.    
It was a good audit with no difficulties.  Staff was prepared and was topnotch in providing 
the documents and reports necessary for performing the audit.   No material weaknesses were 
found in the Mower County internal controls.     
 

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz,  to 
approve the Louise Solar Collector Line Easement Agreement.  Motion carried.  
 

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Mueller,  
to approve final payment on CP 50-23-09 to Schreffler Rumble Strip Routing ($24,000) 
Motion carried.  
 

Motion made by Commissioner Glynn, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to 
approve reclassifying the positions of Assistant County Attorney effective July 1, 2023 by 
adding an additional job description for Associate County Attorney and amending the 
position descriptions and DMB ratings of the other attorney positions as follows: 

 
Title Current Pay range Current Class New Class 

DBM 
New 

2023 Pay range 

Associate Attorney N/A N/A - New D61 88,047-118,863 

Assistant County Attorney 88,047-118,863 D61 D63 95,215-128,540 

Lead County Attorney 91,631-123,702 D62 E82 113,156-152,761 

Senior County Attorney 95,215-134,599 D63 E83 116,740-157,599 

Motion carried.  
 

Motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz, to 
approve the Correctional Officers Recruitment and Retention Plan outlined as follows: 

1. One-time Retention Bonus: a non-precedent setting bonus of $5,000 for all non-
probationary employees in recognition of their continued service to Mower County; 

2. Hiring Bonus:  a $5,000 bonus for all new correctional officers hired on or after 
January 1, 2023 paid in quarterly increments; and 

3. Recruitment Bonus: a $3,000 recruitment bonus to any active employee who refers a 
successful correctional officer applicant to be paid in quarterly increments with the 
new hire’s continued success.   

This recruitment and retention plan shall periodically reviewed for continuation.  Motion 
carried.  
 

Under Committee Reports Commissioner Mueller reported on attending the Planning 
Commission and Fair Board meetings on September 5.   Commissioner Glynn reported on 
attending a One Watershed One Plan on August 28.   She also attended a Finance meeting on 
9/7/23 and a SEMCAC virtual meeting on 9/11/23.   Executive Director Doug Grout 
announced his resignation, and the process has been started for a new director.    
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